
RIO DE LOS ANGELES 
STATE PARK

The MTA opened a maintenance 
facility to the east of Taylor Yard.

Public Consensus Interim Public Use (IPU) Plan for Parcel D by State and 
City.  State acquires an additional 19 acres at Parcel  G-1.
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Early History

El Pueblo de Los Angeles established.  Settlers 
built a willow pole dam across the L.A. River.

San Gabriel Mission is completed.

36,000-acre land grant 
made to Jose Maria 
Verdugo, includes area that 
becomes Taylor Yard.

Water from the Owens River 
is diverted to Los Angeles.

Taylor Yard closes its 
long-standing purpose 
as a freight switching 
facility.

Over half of the rail is vacated, resulting in development 
of the FedEx facility on 8 acres (Parcel E). 

Legacy Partners proposes a 49-acre business 
park at the northern end of Taylor Yard.  No 
masterplan was ever implemented, and the 
property was sold piecemeal.  River Through 
Downtown Conference produces a mixed-use 
plan for the site.

Los Angeles River floods during a four-day storm.  In response, 
L.A. River channelized in concrete resulting in fixed course.

EOC Ord Survey sets off the 
first L.A. City real estate boom.

Aerial view of Taylor Yard. Taylor Yard becomes 
a major rail yard facility.

Extreme drought 
effectively ends cattle 
industry.

Railroad builds special track to service the Taylor Milling 
Company. Land becomes known as “Taylor Yard”.

Residential development spreads out from downtown 
L.A. due to expansion of railroads and Silverlake Dam.

Land where Taylor Yard is located is 
subdivided and used for agriculture and 

housing. Taylor family opens general 
store and milling company at Taylor Yard.

Taylor family settles on east bank of L.A. River
and begins selling farming surplus.

Southern Pacific RR re-route trains through the 
Cajon Pass instead of through L.A.

Parcel B developed as Metro Link 
maintenance facility. Intensive public outreach 

about the future of Taylor Yard is conducted.  
The first Taylor Yard Area Planning and Urban 

Design Workshop is held.

Parcel D is proposed for warehouse development. 
Community opposed development and ‘Coalition 
for a State Park at Taylor Yard’ is formed, led by 
The River Project. Proposition 12, the Statewide 
Parks Bond bill, is passed.  Governor Gray Davis 
approves $45 million to acquire Taylor Yard as a 
state park.

Southern Pacific Railroad line completed.

Major development in Taylor Yard such as 
the South turntable and machine shops.

Taylor Yard diesel shops built along river 
to service Southern Pacific’s growing fleet 

of diesel powered engines.

Secularization of missions brings first great land rush to 
split lands into individual rancho grants.

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo is signed and the 
Mexican-American War ends. California is ceded over to 

the U.S. and S.C. Foster is appointed mayor of L.A. 

State acquires Parcel D for State Park development.

The California Coastal Conservancy completes a 
feasibility study on the opportunities and potential 
uses at Taylor Yard’s Parcel G-2.

North East Los Angeles Linkages Urban Design 
Master Plan.

Tongva Indians occupy the 
region for centuries

Several studies about the future of Taylor Yard 
are completed such as; Multi-Use Study on 

the LA River at Taylor Yard prepared for the LA 
County Department of Public Works, Taylor Yard 
Development Study prepared for the LA County 

MTA and the Taylor Yard Planning and Urban 
Design Workshop prepared by AIA. 

FIGURE 4
HISTORICAL TIMELINE

Source Data: Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 
(SMMNRA), 2002; National Elevation Dataset (NED) Shaded 
Relief Imagery from United States Geological Survey (USGS), 
2003.
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Portola Expedition records first written words about 
Los Angeles, including  L.A. River

March 10, 2005


